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Tue great Catholic convert, G. K. Chester- 
ton, once wrote that “among all the strange things 
that men have forgotten, the most universal lapse 
of memory is that by which they have forgotten 
that they are living on a star.” How many of us 
ever think now and then about the tiny and rela- 


tively insignificant planet Earth on which we 
live and die, amid the colossal immensgities of the 
boundless universe? 


One of the best spiritual tonics that I know of 
is to face a few of the bare facts of science avail- 
able to us. Science is knowledge that has been 
and is being accumulated by human beings in an 
efort to satisfy their natural curiosities about 
phenomena which play an important part in their 


lives. Despite, the tremendous amount of infor- 
mation that has been compiled through the de- 
eades, anyone familiar with the facts will concede 
that we have only scratched the surface of the 


reservoir of knowledge that stil! lies beyond, far 
beyond, the grasp of the combined intellectual 
nd experimental facilities of human genius. 

Each scientific discovery serves as the key to 
unlock the door to a new and exhaustless realm 
of fascinating and intriguing knowledge. If we 
trace the history of physical laws, of electricity, of 
the airplane, the radio, wireless, the plastics, the 
fynthetic fibers, or any of our advanced offspring 
of modern science, from their very humble begin- 
tings through to their present threshold of de- 
velopment, what do we find? We find that, mar- 
velous as these developments have been, all these 
ivenues of progress still hold the most unimagin- 
ible potentialities for the future. We learn from 
the history of science and a familiarity with the 
bbstacles that confront modern scientists, that: the 
word “complete” has no literal significance as ap- 
plied to scientific development but that progress 
thould be conservatively expressed by degrees of 
tompleteness. 

To me as a Catholic the revelations of science 
merely supplement the far more comprehensive 
on lations of’ Faith. They present tangible 
fibees of the boundless paradise which our 
re. stored away for those who sincerely 
ee facts eee way of life. The relatively 

ae hat. we have learned about the laws of 

oka *rsé without exception stimulate and con- 
Dote "sy unequivocable faith in God, the omni- 

nM and all-merciful Creator of the universe 

's watchful Sustainer. ; 

3 oo example, let us ponder the fact that here 
» and here we have been, millions of us, 
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seemingly isolated on the planet Earth which is 
floating like a single dust particle in the sun’s 
rays along a mathematically charted route at a 
terrific speed. The sun is about 93,000,000 miles 
away and yet when we look at it we see light that 
left it just about eight minutes before. We know 
this to be true, because light, which is one of the 
frailest entities known to man, is traveling toward 
us from the sun at the phenomenal rate of 
186,000 miles per second. Maybe these figures 
seem enormous to you, but can you even attempt 
to picture in your mind how far out in the blue 
sky are the stars from which scientists have cal- 
culated light started on its journey toward the 
earth some hundred thousand years ago, and has 
not reached us yet? The truly magnificent and 
inspiring panorama of physical creations and as- 
tronomical exactitudes revealed by man’s fleet- 
ing glimpses into God’s unending universe are, 
indeed, staggering to the human mind. 

How many of us in our hustle and bustle from 
day to day ever think of the fact that every living 
thing on this earth would be completely destroyed, 
either by the most extreme cold that would make 
arctic temperatures seem like a hot summer day, 
or the most extreme heat that would be at least 
something like the temperature of Satan’s favor- 
ite chair, if he has one, if God permitted the sun 
to pour down on us just a little bit less or a little 
bit more of the energy it now sends us twenty- 
four hours a day? Just because the clouds on a 
dull day hide the sun from our sight, we must 
not forget that the sun is still there. And we 
should thank God that it still is there because if it 
were not there, we would not be here. 

Very recently some scientists made an’ inter- 
esting calculation which, when they examined the 
result. must have jolted them out of their seats, or 
at least caused beads of sweat to form on their 
brows. Their figures showed that if the sun de- 
cided to explode into a supernovae, the heat gen- 
erated would be so tremendous, that despite the 
fact the sun was a good many millions of miles 
away, every human being on this planet, every 
mountain, and every, drop of water in the oceans, 
every grain of sand, the world as we know it in 
its entirety would burst into a rocket of gas within 
a fraction of-a minute! eM 

Now. let us examine a few of the scientific 


revelations about things that are closer to us, It | 


takes a good clock a bit over thirty years to tick 
one billion seconds, and yet we know with sur- 
prising accuracy that mother’s. favorite thimble 
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This well, on the road to Bethlehem, 

about two and a half miles from Jerusalem, 

is where tradition says that the Three Wise Men 
stopped and saw the Guiding Star 

reflected in its waters. 
the star to Bethlehem and there found Christ 

the King. For additional material on the Magi 
read “Right or Wrong” on page 2. 


f Universe _ 


They followed : is : 


when it is filed with what seems to be emptiness 
—a gas, contains over thirty billion tiny partices 
called molecules. And furthermore we know with 
equal accuracy that these billions of tiny mole- 
cules are traveling at thousands of feet per second, 
colliding with each other so often and so fast 
that we see absolutely nothing. # 
And doesn’t air seem to be one of the lightest a 
things we know? But there is so much of it Ps 
around us and above us that its weight exerts a 
pressure of about fifteen pounds per square inch 3 
on everything. ne 
Of course, all matter seems to ‘be tied up in | ba 
some way with that something, about which we i 
know practically nothing, called electricity or its i are 
manifestations. The next time you pick up a glass Bee 
of water, or an ice cube just think of the fact that 
physicists have calculated that there is enough 
energy locked in those atoms to drive a battle ship : 
back and forth across the oceans. 2 
I'll never forget the time I tried to explain Rage 
to an old man, some years ago, just how the dis 
common radio works. How those little tubes 
would pick out the radio waves after they had 
traveled hundreds of miles, after they had passed pen 
through hundred and -hundreds of buildings, even Peas 
through people, only to show up in the loud ae 
speaker unchanged and exactly as they were 
emitted. He just sat there startled, slowly shaking 
his head and repeating: “God is wonderful, God 


is wonderful.” - 
Yes, we need only glimpse casually at an in- pet 4 | 
tricate incomprehensibility of the perfections of fe, Meee tee 


our own bodies to become—taut, for example, at eee 

the realization that less than one two-thousandths ue 

of an ounce of a chemical called thyroxine is all ats, 

that lies between the cleverest human being and te 

blank imbecility. God is not only wonderful, but | 

He is also so good and merciful and omnipotent as 

and everlastingly solicitous. ae 
Modern revelations should and must activate a 

more and more men with a sincerity of faith that 

Will stimulate them and live in them throughout 

their lives. We should more and more bend our 

knees and with penitent. humility raise our heads 


to heaven to thank God for His goodness in giving ee ota 
us what we have and making us what we are. pied 

With all my heart I say, I believe in God; Pe ce 
because the more I examine His handiwork of the eeepris 


world He made and has sustained so well, the more 
I realize that He is present and working in it all. 


In. 1957 let your daily prayer be, Thanks be 
to God, He is! 


During 1957 examine God’s.bandinork in the norld 
and see bow He is present and working in it all” 
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HOLY CROSS | 


A few years ago the Latin Archbishop in 
Athens founded the Holy Cross Sisters to 
work for the sick and the children of the work- 
ers quarters of the Greek capital. Depending 
entirely upon alms, they find the sole con- 
solation in their life of heroic sacrifice in their 
motto: VICTORY THROUGII THE CROSS. 
A missionary Sisters’ life centers around the 
chapel . .. the only comfort she knows, But 
these poor Sisters don’t even have a chapel 

) large enough to gather their people for Sunday 
Mass. We need $3,000. Can you help us with a mite-to give them 
this one comfort in life? Who could doubt their prayers? 


HONOR YOUR LAST WILL BY INCLUDING GOD’S MISSIONS. 
“AFLAME FOR GOD” 


Some years ago a zealous priest gathered some 
mg lay women in. Lebanon into a group, called 
“La Flamme,” meaning “The Flame” — the “flame 
of Faith” which urges them to go into priest-less 
mountain villages to instruct peasant children for 
First Communion. They have found unbaptized 
children, improper marriages, etc., even neglected 
adults are prepared for First Communion. Some 
villages can be reached only by jeep. We need 
$1,500 to give them this vital piece of missionary 
equipment, Won't you help with a mite today? 


One of his priests told Father Kennedy last year that the Latin | 
Patriarch in Jerusalem shares with his poor priests all the Mass | 
offerings sent to him personally because he hasn’t enough for all. 
The missionaries in the Near East lands depends almost entirely 
upon your Mass offerings for support. That’s why we're so grateful | 
when you remember them with yours. Masses are said promptly. | 


JOSEPH AT THE CRIB 


Just like St. Joseph in Bethlehem’s cave | 
of old, there is a Joseph in India today | 
kneeling at the crib in the seminary chapel, | 
where he has just begun his six years train- 
ing for the priesthood. He begs the Infant 
to send a friend to sponsor him by sending 
the $100 we need each year to keep and 
educate him, which his poor parents cannot 
afford. Won’t you adopt him by sending 
him this amount in any installments? $2 a 
week does it. 


YOUR MEMBERSHIP OFFERINGS are “stringless gifts” to the 
Holy Father to use for mission emergencies for which he has no 
time to appeal. Living and deceased are enrolled: individually $1 a 
year or perpetually $20 or families $5 and $100. All enrolled share 
in 15,000 Masses offered yearly by Near East missionaries; also in 
the countless prayers and sacrifices of thousands of sisters, broth- 
ers and priests in these lands. : 


JOY TO THE WORLD 

Sister MARY LETITIA just started her two 
ange of training in India. Letitia means “joy.” 
She will joyfully sing her thanks to God like the. 
Angels on the first Christmas night, if we can 
find a friend to send the $150 needed each year 
for her training. Her family cannot help. The 
people in India will also hear of “the joy to the 
world” which she will teach them in years to 
come as a missionary. Won’t you help us help her? 


ARE YOU IN SUSPENSE, wondering whether you will leave | 
someone to remember your own soul with Masses? Why not write | 
for our SUSPENSE CARD whereby you arrange with us for Masses 

? for your soul when you'll need them. You think of others: don’t 
: forget yourself. 


(Near East Nissions 2) 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, President Msgr. Peter P. Tuohy, Not'l Sec’y 
Send all communications to: 
' CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 


.| 480 Lexington Ave. at 46th St. New York 17,.N. Y.. 
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Se You're in Love @ Boy Meets Girl @ Falling In Love 
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How Love Helps You @ Marriage: Catholic or Mixed? 
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Busy People @ So You're In Love! ’ 
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Christmastide:. 


Fact and Fantasy 


M Y grandmother used to tell us a 
beautiful legend about how St. Joseph came 
to be the spouse of Mary. When Mary 
reached the age of twelve, my grandmother 
said, the High Priest decided it was time 
she got engaged, so after ‘consulting the 
Lord, he sent heralds all over Palestine to 
call in all the widowers in the land. 

The men came to the Temple, each 
carrying his staff according to instructions. 
When they were all together, St. Joseph’s 


staff burst into blossoms and thus God made — 


His choice known. Certainly a very pretty 
story, but most improbable. We have no 
definite information on how St. Joseph was 
chosen. 

Again, poor St. Joseph is generally 


painted as an old man with a beard. Some. 


have said he was ninety when he married 
our Blessed Mother, and 114 when he died! 
This too is hard to believe. 


The foster father of Our Lord had a 
hard job cut out for him. He was to take 
Mary to Bethlehem and find her accommo- 
dations while she brought forth our Sav- 
iour. Then he would have to take them 
over to Egypt, then back to Nazareth. He 
had to support them until’ Jesus would be 
able to contribute His own toil. Certainly 
God would not have chosen, a decrepit old 
man for such a strenuous mission. 

While Mary was quite young at the 
time of the Annunciation—perhaps fifteen 
or sixteen, St. Joseph might have been 
somewhat older, but not much older than 
twenty-five or thirty, I should think. 


« ° 7 


Despite the carol, ““‘We Three Kings 
of Orient Are,” the Magi were .not kings, 
nor do we know just how many of them 
there were—nor when they reached Beth- 
lehem, whether thirteen days after Christ- 
mas or as much as two years later. When 
asked these questions Bossuet replied: 


“Who can say, and aftér all, what dif- 
ference does it make? Is it not enough to 
know that they came from a land of ignor- 
ance, from the midst of the gentiles, where 
God was not known, nor the Christ prom- 
ised and expected? It is commonly be- 
lieved that they were three, because of the 
presents othred The Church has not de- 
cided, and We need not be concerned about 
| gg . 


Note, then, in the Epiphany Gospel 


when it comes, that the Magi go into the. 


“house” to adore Jesus. Obviously. St. Jo- 
seph has moved the Holy Family out of the 


cave and into more comfortable and civil- ° 


ized. quarters. 


* * * 


To us, Egypt sounds quite far from 
Jerusalem. We think of Moses and the Jews 
taking forty years to get from Egypt to the 
Promised Land. Actually,’ four or five days 
hard walking would get you from Beth- 
lehem to the Egyptian frontier. Nowadays, 
Jerusalem is’on]y an hour’s plane ride from 
Cairo. | 

The Gospel writers have very little to 
say about this episode in Our Lord’s life. 


eee ae 


: Heron was. one of the meanest, 
cruelest scoundrels ever born. He killed 


his father-in-law, his first wife (whom he ° 


professed to love dearly!), his mother-in- 
faw,.and three of his sons. He knew the 


‘people would be glad to see him die, out of 


sheer relief,.so he gave orders to have 5,000 
prominent men locked in the theater at 
Jericho, to be slaughtered at the moment of 
his own death. Thus he would make sure 


that’ someone would shed tears at the time 


of his passing!: 
The actual number of Holy Innocents 


Killed ‘is estimated at between thirty and 
forty. Bethlehem had about 2,000 inhabl- 
Only half would be male, and in_ 
1,000, males of all ages there would not be 


tants, 


could 


Christ 
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Editors’ Views on Current Events 
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Hungarian youth were standin 


ad 


But God protected Jes 
through the prompt obedience oo :" Mary 
seph. Almost before the ange] h-4 f 
things ready for the Holy Fan 

ings y tor Oo Sage 
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: W E were interested ip the 
mony of a Jesuit seminarian recently a. 
caped from Hungary and interviewed ra 
the Catholic weekly erica. He by 
that it is a mistake to confuse anti. 
munism with religious fervor. In 
words, it would be naive to imagine 
Russian tanks out of love for the di. 
Heart or for the honor of the p) 
Mother, since many—perhaps most of 
—have only a vague notion of what 
Sacred Heart represents or who our Blesg. 
ed Mother is, 


But here—we'll let the ma 
himself! a 


“Was there religious freedom in Hyp. 
gary? The answer comes as a shock to 
some of my interviewers. The Communiss 
never closed our churches. I hardly eye, 
missed daily Mass and Communion. By 
the whole visible organization -of the 
Church, everything except altar and sap. 
risty, has been destroyed. Catholic schools 
were all but annihilated. The Catholic 
press has been destroyed. 


“The result? The churches are crowd. 
ed with adults. At the same time, the youth 
of Hungary, uninstructed in their faith and 
completely cut off from the influence of the 
Church, are drifting away from faith and 
practice. Their overworked parents lack 
for the most part the skill to provide in. 
struction at home; Radio Free Europe, in 
itself a tremendous means of propaganda 
and listened to by everybody, offered little 
or nothing to satisfy religious needs. [g- 
norance is appalling. Because the youth 
don’t know, they don’t care, of course. How 
could they? This does not make them Com. 
munists, to be sure. But daring hatred of 
Communism is not the same thing as heroi 
love of Christ. 

“I, too, have had my share of shock 
these past few days. It seems to me that 
too many Catholics in the West think that 
everything will turn out just fine if they 
simply pray and then leave all practical 
matters to divine Providence. oe 

“But I also know that the Church 
Christ founded is a visible one, with vis 
ible means of spreading His doctrine. Allow 
this framework to be destroyed and no 
wholesale miracle is going to replace it. At 
least that did not happen in Hungary. © 

“Persecution produces some ' martyis 
and heroes. But it also generates apathy, 
indifference, ignorance and apostasy. '%* 
secution is an evil per se. It is meant l 
destroy the Church or some parf of itt 
allowed to persist long enough, this 1s et 
actly what it does. The result is chaos, rum 
and spiritual death for the great multie 
tude.” | 
We have been told that 65 per cent 
the Hungarian refugees being admitted 
the U.S. are Catholics. = 


According to Human Events, a qu 


tion asked by Constantine Brown a 
Washington Star column “echoes loudly 


this morally silent Capital” (Washingt 
“D.C.). Brown points out that in 1998, wae 
Nazis murdered 100 Jews, President Rook 


velt recalled our Berlin Ambassador. ¢ 
reason: it was “morally impossible for 
‘remain’ on _‘speaking j 
with the.German dictatorship.” © 


- Why, Brown asks, does not the 
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ry Talk of Many Things . « 


Mixed Marriages 


DALE FRANCIS 


HE problem of mixed marriages is a very real one. 
b protestants and Catholics are urged to marry their 

not start their marriage with the problem of mixed re- 

ow” . affiliations. So strong is the Catholic concern with 
problem that mixed marriages are permitted only with 

¢ ocial dispensation. — 

. at? it is not surprising that such a problem should be 


discussed by non-Catholics as well as Catholics—it should 


In the November issue of a new Meth- 
--» 2 odist publication, Together, an article by 

~ Bishop H. Clifford Northcott, “If My 
-. Daughter Should Want to Marry a Cath- 
) olic,” is re-printed and Methodist groups 
* are urged to get copies of the article for 
mass distribution. 

I want to quote in full two paragraphs 
from Bishop Northcott’s article and then 
comment on what he has said. He writes: 

“If my daughter should listen to some 
Roman Catholics, she might be confused 
into thinking that when her father and 
m™ mother were married by a Protestant 
clergyman, out in Kansas, although it was 
legally sound, the ceremony did not have 
the rich spiritual significance and author- 
ity it would have had if it had been a 
Roman Catholic wedding. When she thought this over, I 
do not think she would admit that any Church or church 
official has an exclusive claim to God's favor. 

“T would like to have my daughter know that her fath- 

er appreciates the emphasis the Roman Catholic Church 
has given to permanence in marriage, But there is a dif- 
ference in the concept held by Catholics and non-Catholics; 
for marriage to the Roman Catholic is a sacrament—a mys- 
tery in which a miracle takes place. In it by a strange, 
supernatural operation, two persons are made one and 
joined forever.” 
: This is what Bishop Northcott wrote. Now let’s ex- 
amine it. The first paragraph is likely to lead non-Catholics 
to believe that Catholics think the marriage of Protestants 
before their own clergymen lack validity, that somehow it 
isn’t a marriage at all. This is simply not true. Not only is 
this not true, the exact opposite is true. 

Catholics believe the marriage of these two Protestants 
has much more spiritual significance and authority than 
their own denomination believes it has. Catholics believe 
it has been a sacramental marriage, one that binds the two 
as one so long as both shall live. So the truth is not what 
Bishop Northcott suggests, that the Catholics: think the 
marriage of two Protestants is less than the Protestants 
think it is, the truth is that Catholics think it is more than 
the Protesants think it is. 

In the next paragraph Bishop Northcott puzzles me. It 
is true Catholics believe marriage is a sacrament. But he 
talks of it as a “strange, supernatural operation” in which 
“two persons are made one and are forever joined.” This 
is true,-this is what happens in the Sacrament of marriage, 
but what puzzles me is why it should seem strange to the 
Methodist bishop. Our Lord Jesus Christ said most plainly, 
“Have you not read that He Who made man from the be- 
ginning made them male and female? For this cause shall 
aman leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, 
and they two shall be in one flesh. Therefore, now they are 
hot two, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let. no man put asunder.” 

lt puzzles me that anything so plainly defined by Christ 
should be treated as though it was some strange invention 
pf Catholics. When Catholics speak of a sacrament they 
speak of a sensible sign instituted by Christ for all time to 
‘ignify sanctifying grace and ta, bring grace to the soul of 
the one who receives the sacrament. Marriage was certainly 
i these words’ made plain in its meaning by Christ and 

tough God’s grace two do become one—Jesus said it is so. 

It is-true that for Catholics, marriage must be in the 
Catholic Church. It is true that Catholics hold that. Christ 
stablished but one Church and that it is the Catholic 
pare and from this belief there stems logically a Catholic 

assy that their children not be denied this heritage. I 
i on that most non-Catholics can see that if Catholics 
fait cs believe Christ established this Church that they 
is é false to their conscience if they did not receive 
“ ecrament of Marriage in this Church and if they did 
+. Make provisions that their children would receive the 

eritage of their faith. ) 
tt coats are real problems involved in a mixed marriage. 
tlicg ty tet for Protestants to marry Protestants, Cath- 
Cpinion rant 5 Catholics and from both sides there is this 
Clssed sch because it is a real problem, it should be dis- 
me re With full knowledge of the facts. It seems to 
" ede much in Bishop Northcott’s article that suggests 
ie erstanding of the facts. Not good but harm can 
_~ '0M @ presentation that offers misinformation. 
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Dale Francis 


One Ler me come to fhe defense of the Soviet Union on 
tense cnt. ve heard it said that the Red leaders lack a 
bad of humor, agree you can say almost anything else 
; ou Wish about the Red leaders and be right, but on 
the gv; 2 wrong, My proof of this is the official answer 
ted let Union gave to Yugoslavia when that country 
“This . OT information about Nagy. Answered the Soviets: 
be ane an affair of the Hung government and it is 
In the rata - that the Soviet Union does not interfere 
: | ot 
They contend the ope other governments. 


“ouldn’t have said’ that with straight faces. 


But unfor tunately, some of these discussions shed more ° 
| garkness than light. 
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service between Kansas City 
and Los Angeles 


$ 21 One Way Fare 
via El Capitan from Chicago 
to Los Angeles (Tax extra) 
All seats reserved, for reservations just calh 
SANTA FE RY, TRAVEL CENTER 
Michigan Ave. at Jackson Bivd., CHICAGO 4, ILL. 


M. G. STROM, General Agent, Passenger Department 
Phone: HA 7-4900 or Dearborn Sta. HA 7-7500 
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ENTER YOUR OWN SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL NEEDS AND THOSE OF YOUR FAMILY IN 


he 


ANNUAL NOVENA in honor of 
The HOLY FAMILY Jan. 5—Jan. 13 


I beg the Holy Family for; | Employment 

in | of loved i armed rl » eat Ions, 

Lasting world Means of livelihood 

sa of Happy marriage 

+ wander ay oy God’s will 6 per OE relatives 

Happy death | Intentions of Pope Pius XII 
I thank the Holy Family for:.. is 
Name . Address Be 
City Zone...... State.. 


Mail this intention blank to: SONS OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


| es Offering: $. : 
“Act Of Consecration To The Holy Family’ 


| = . (Seminary) 
Route 1, Silver Spring, Maryland 


December 30, 1956 


leaders must have a sense of humor. 
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(GrorcE. confined to the waiting room, was 
acting like a newly-caged bear, except of course 
that he was pacing the floor upright, bothered by 
something that never bothers a bear. When he 
got tired of pacing he dropped himself down in 
one of those adequate leather armchairs which are 
standard in all good guest parlors, 

The TV in the northeast corner that only an- 
noyed him when he first came in was now making 
him mad. He didn’t believe in TV at a time like 
this. He gave his body a twist in the opposite di- 
rection. When the big chair didn’t twist with him 
he was so irritated that the next time it did. Fora 
moment the satisfaction of this success betrayed 
him into a sense of repose. As it did so, he was 
caught up in the memory of another day and its 
strange events. : 


Berween the soft of the sky overhead and 
the soft of the sand below, the native huts of the 
village bordering on the town lay quiet and pain- 
ful in the noonday sun. And the one where the 
woman labored in pain was most quiet of all. 

It was February 1 during the war, but nat- 
urally to two American soldiers walking down the 
narrow dirt street of the native village five degrees 
above the equator, it didn’t seem like February. 
More like May. When it occurred to them to think 
about it in that way, they would rather it had been 
May—by so many more months the closer to going 
home. The name of the village was Medina and 
that too they would have changed. 

Now, the taller man’s name was Al and the 
shortef man’s name was George, and it was Al 
especially who was wanting things to be different 
today. Because George wasn’t married he didn’t 
mind so much, but because Al was married only 
nine months before leaving he could not get his 
mind off the subject of home. ‘In fact that’s what 
Al was thinking about right now—his so young 
marriage and his wife: she might be having the 
baby this very minute. 

But of course not; the doctor’s date was not 
till tomorrow. 3 

It was forty days since he had sailed and that 
was all he had to go on. Tomorrow was the day. 
One might say that the days of Christmas and 
Epiphany had been for him a kind of Lent, so 
does war upset things. 


Tuey were nearing the native market of 
the town now. Al even more than George could 
not quite enjoy it, as strangers were supposed to. 


The lot of women in their cotton* wrap arounds— 


Starting Next Week 


The Parish 


"Tue modern age is asking a 
lot of questions; it takes few 
things for granted. What is sa- 
cred has to prove itself sacred; 
what is traditional has yet to give 
a reason for its existence. In all 
this there is a lot of risk involv- 
ed, but also—depending on the 
answers—there is a lot to be 
gained, 

The restless spirit of the age 
is a sign of life, even when we 
are not always sure that it is a 
sign of the good life. Much de- 
pends, in the final analysis, on 
the answers by those who, alive 
enough to know the restlessness, 
are yet spiritual enough to be 
moved by the Spirit of God. Most 
of the time these people are rela- 
tively young people, and most of 
the time they are priests, but not 
necessarily. Among the laity, 
Vincent Giese for example, is 
such a man, Among young 
priests, Father. Murchland just 
finishing a series in O.S.V. is 
such a man; Father Putz who has 
written many things in these 
pages on the modern apostle is 
such a man. Still another such 
man is Father Gremillion, All 
these men have an insight into 


An Expectant Father 


The Initiation 


EUGENE S. GEISSLER 


one for the loin half of their bodies, and another 
for the breast half, and a third perhaps to sit a 
baby in on their backs—or perhaps one lon 
straight piece like a sack. Just what was need 
to cover and sometimes not enough for that. 


“It’s still a sober sight,” said Al. 

“Yes, it is,’ said George. 

They were almost beyond the market, beyond 
the congestion, the sea of sad faces, the smells... 


“Look, George, under that tree.” 
“What tree, Al, where?” 


“That baobab tree!” 

“You mean that woman nursing her baby?” 

“Ves,” 

“But there is nothing strange about that, 
here!” 

“But look at her closely, George, her face and 
the way she is sitting there. Not hearing a thing, 
not seeing a thing, just her child and herself. A 
whole world in her arms. Absorption, peace, even 
happiness probably.” . 

“Nobody is unhappy all the time, Al.” 

“A woman, George, makes her world as small 
as she needs to for her happiness. She has corners 
in her life and being that only a husband can 
touch—and he only if he is sympathetic to her.” 

“Do you think that in a place like this—where 
women have all the cares and burdens of family 
life and love, and the men have three and four 
wives—that women get much out of life?” 

“I think that the man’s life is carefree and 
empty, and woman’s life as always, full and deep 
even though closed to him who makes no effort 
to understand her. There is a woman’s world that 
is her own, which a man cannot steal, rob, plun- 
der, appropriate, but only touch with kindness.” 

“Is that why the measure of a civilization is 
the respect for women in it?” 

“The women really are never so badly off, 
George; the men cheat mostly themselves.” 

And when two men together think they have 


is Christ 


10. Who Begets Our One 
Nation. 
Biographical Data: Father J, 
B. Gremillion 
Born: Moreauville, Louisi- 
ana, Parish of Avoyelles, March 
11, 1919. : 
State President Future 
Farmers of America 1934-35. 
Ordained December 4, 1943, 
Assistant Pastor, St. Fran- 
cis Cathedral, Alexandria, Loui- 
siana, 1943-47. — 
Vice Chancellor, Diocese of 
Alexandria, 1945-47. : 
Administrator, St. Patrick’s 
Parish, Lake Providence, Louisi- 
ana, 1947-49. 
Vice President National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference 
1949-50... 
For four years Diocesan 
Knights of Columbus Chaplain. 
Conducted survey of Relief- 
Refugee conditions in Germany, 
Austria, Trieste and Italy for 
War Relief Services of National 
Pd Catholic Welfare Conference in 
cooperation with United Na- 


‘Rev. J. B. Gremillion tions and American Military 


ea a mgs in June and July 
First Pastor of newly estab- 


the questions of the day that car- 
ries into their answers. 
Rev. J. B. Gremillion, first 


of the newly established 


parish of St. Joseph in Shreve- 

rt, Louisiana, is 37 years old. 

e can let the biographical 

highlights at the end of this an- 

nouncement speak for them- 
selves. 

What we would like to point 


brooding over his answer: the 


parish is Christ. What all does 
this mean? It means many 
things, and that’s the series 
starting on the family pages next 
Sunday: 

The Parish Is Christ... 


1. In Whom God Becomes 


2. Who Offers the Sacrifice 
3. Who Comes in the Sac- 
raments - ; 

4. Who Begets the Come 


Man 


lished Parish of St. Joseph, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 1949 to 
present. 

Member of Louisiana State 


Delegation to White House Con- 


ference on Children and Youth, 
December 1950. 


Selected Young Man of the 


Year of Louisiana by State Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce, 1952. 
Named as one of two repre- 
sentatives to O Seminar 
on Adult Education, Copenha- 
by Department of 


gen, Denmark, 
| tate of U.S. Government. 


_ caught a truth, even'a half truth for themselves | 


they honor it for awhile with their silence. 
Such was now the case with Al and George 


T sundown they were getting back 
where they started, the outer edge of Medin, 
back from the town and market, 

For as long as an afternoon is, they hadn’ 
spoken much. Al couldn’t forget his wife lone 
enough to talk about anything else. A mar 
couldn’t hope, after all, to stumble on more thar 


‘ : 


the one nugget of knowledge in a day. A man’s 


world was beset and besieged with risks. Besides 
losing out on the woman's world on account of g 


lack of sympathy, a man might yet lose out on his 


own too on account of a lack of effort. 


The native huts hadn’t changed since they 
passed by at noon, though Al looked at them with 
a new insight. They were not much of a shelter 
where not much was needed, but they were a pri. 
vacy a woman could take refuge in, a place in 
which to lie unseen, a temple in which to sacrifice 
suffering. 

Al couldn’t forget that he was the marrieq 
one and his wife expecting, maybe this very 
minute being painfully delivered of her burden 
of birth. 

Al, though, had walked ten miles this after. 
noon. Woman with child had her place which no 
man could take from her. It was a good place 
close to the laws of life. Neither war, nor lack of 
civilization, nor private condition, nor even lack 
of understanding could take it away from her. If 
her husband was a fool; she might yet be serene— 
even when the serenity might know some sorrow 


and sacrifice—just like a man, unmarried (like’ 


George, here), might on his side have his happi- 


ness, albeit amid loneliness, in the pursuit of 


knowledge or adventure or a specialty, 
On some less preoccupied day Al, stumbling 


forward with this part of the subject, might per.} 
haps have found the gold nugget of virginity, @ 
Christianity’s pearl of great price. But not today, | 


Today, the fullness of life required the mar- 
riage, not merely of bodies but also of hearts, 
minds and souls. There are two large halves to 
wed to each other, two vast worlds. On the one 
hand, man goes to woman and woos with an ever 
renewed burst of sympathy entrance to hers, and 
a woman is always open to his, if he but bring it 
to her. Man remains the initiator, the active prin- 
ciple. Even when society has respect for its wo- 
men, it still remains a personal problem to be 
solved by every man himself, 

Al really was thinking today, 

‘*“Did you hear that, Al? There it is again.” 

“Yes I did, George. Sharp little, painful little, 
first little cries of a baby.” 

“It might be just any young baby, Al.” 

“No, it isn’t, George. First little cries of a 
new baby. I just know it.” 


George, less introspective than Al, had yet the 


inspiration for putting the twos of life together: 
“God’s way of telling you, Al, that your own child 
has been born,” | 


Georce got up, out of his leather chair, and | 


walked past the TV over to the high, triple win- 
dow. He looked out across the fast-darkening 
court, to where they had told him the delivery 
room’was on the third floor, Strong lights were 
burning there; where strong lights burn only when 
ultimate. progress is being made. Shifting but 
slightly, he lowered his gaze to the court below. 

Doing so, he saw again the native ‘man of 
Africa coming out-of the hut into the twilight, 
dropping to his bare knees in the sand; saw him 
lean back to sit, as is the custom, on his heels and 
chant into the long silence—his arms and face 
raised to the twilight sky—the slow, plaintive, 
haunting prayer of the native; saw him lean for- 
ward, bow down to the earth, and chant again the 
praise of his God who has given such gifts.to men. 


LLL Rw 
Tue imagination of the Mayan cook — 
at the Maryknoll Mission in Yucatan is just 
too much for the padres. goa 
“After a straight diet of Indian dishes, 
we tried to encourage Valentin, our’cook, to 
try his hand at some recipes from my old — 
cookbook,” says Father Walter W. Win- 
rich, Maryknoll Missioner from Raymond, 
Washington. | 


practic 
tiples: 
living 
bated 
made 
renew; 


i We A Religtous People? 


A Summing Up 


REV. BERNARD G. MURCHLAND, Cs.¢. 


T HIS week we conclude our series of articles on what 
hly be termed “The Catholic Today.” During the 
gight en eir appearance many readers wrote in to offer 
ks 0 mentaries on what I had to say. These letters 
thei ae d. Many of them enlightened me on certain 
were Km 1 had overlooked; all of them, in one way or 
es t erved to strengthen the idea I had in mind when 
other, “a series, namely, that Catholics have great re- 
an energy and generosity that are not being used. 
sader put it: “Many Catholics look for a place in 
hl Apostolate in their city and cannot find it.” 


nan’s iam we sd it would be false to think some special ‘apostolate’ 
Sides Bu created in order to provide an occasion for intense 
of agmmmpust be ‘fe, The greatest Apostolate in existence is the 
n hig (atholic 41h. f It is a strange mentality that makes so 


sel ; 
Burch ink they must be something more than just Catho- 


oy be good Catholics. I hope this remark will not be 
jies And as a protest against the many fine, specialized 
rr sates working within the Church today. Nothing 
aa be further from the truth. They are good and they 
Fe solnt I am trying to make, however, is this: the 
t that one is baptized opens out an immense field of 
P tual possibilities. In an earlier article I said the answer 
er religious problems today must be sought on a per- 
sal level. Each Catholic must strive to realize Christ in 
simself It is only by being developed and matured as in- 
jividuals that we can function properly in the social set- 


h ; 
lace: ting of the Mystical Body. 
ck of 
lack T wo questions recurred frequently in the letters I re- 
r. if wived: “What explanation can be given for the lethargy of 
7 Catholics?” and*®“How can they be better?” The answer to 
(TOW BM doce questions is contained, I believe, in the answer to an- 
(like ther questibn: “What one aspect of the Church’s teaching 
apps is most necessary to us today?” Obviously this question 
It of] nnot be dealt with in any completeness at this point. But 
il things being .equal, I believe the most practical neces- 
pling sty here and now is an understanding of the Church, an 
Pe GEM intcllicent grasp of what the Church teaches about herself. 
nity, Unless we have firm convictions about this, all our 
oday, sther convictions will be weakened. Without a clear (and I 
Mal= Gieuld add, profound) notion of the Church our notions 
song. shout God and man cannot be clear. For the Church, by 
0 most direct definition, is Christ. The Church is God In- 
= arnate; the Church is Christ living on in history; the 
yee Church is the body of all those living the life of Christ. We 
ng it ust at all costs get beyond an institutional understanding 
orin- of what the Church is. Unless we see beyond the laws and 
wo« Mmm teulations and bureaucracy that surrounds the Church's 
o be ministration to the deep wellspring of grace and life 


within, our faith will be a mediocre, stumbling, half-para- 

me zed faith. Father De Lubac tells us that a Catholic is not 

ain” one who obeys a set of rules so much as one who shares the 
life of a body, 

This is not a question of theory. It is a question of vital 
practicality, Christianity is not living according to prin- 
of a dples; not even according to the principles of Christ. It is 

living Christ. This is the mystery of the Church. St. Paul 


t the Hated this mystery in these words: “Behold all things are 

her made new.” He was not speaking merely of an emotional 

child tnewal, Nor solely of a spiritual renewal. Certainly he 

Was not speaking in a metaphor. He was speaking of a 

new creation, a special act of God involving His omnipo- 

ce. He was speaking of something as great and original 

, and as the first act of creation in which God breathed His divine 
win- ge into man, 

ning St. Thomas tells us that through Christ man is re-made, 

very gm created by a proper act of God that is indeed greater 

were Mim fan when He made all things in the beginning, Through 


vhen lhe living mystery of the Church this divine creativeness 

but ‘ontinued in time and applied to all souls that share in 
low. ie lite, Through participation in Her life we are held high 
| ve ordinary human conditions. We become citizens of 
ight, Ha Mother kingdom; we breathe a new air; we live a new life. 
him ‘re Is unquestionably much food for thought here. 


Pree s whole mystery pivots on the idea of a new life 
— It @ccompanies a new creation, The greatest tragedy in 
he. ;..» the realization that we are not getting much out of 
the % When we become aware that our lives are merely a 
; oa > Of disconnected, more or less uninteresting events, 
: ‘no high purpose or real energy, Men and women are 
bi ctively creative; they naturally desire to live fully 
pe and worthwhile lives. . | 
a) er ‘ Someone has put it: “Nothing of any consequence is 
Divine Poon plished without enthusiasm.” That is.why our 
Words. Lord summed up the mystery of Himself in these 
k mor I have come that you might have life and have 
¥ that ® abundantly.” We should not think for a moment 
; tome © Sives us life. He does far more than that, He be- 
: eS Our life, He ig our life, y: 
; Priceless Gems 
* The life of a missioner is not all seriousness and prayer 
r h dasseg sUmorouS side also, 
| ) aught by Bre | 
yap ier fons Ot by Brother Ri 
Pe Thai Med one of his stud 
; @ old pat easy,” the eager student, “Expanse 


i there : ho, when 
wo FS reine ot lndittion, replied ndigen 
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A Guide to Family Entertainment 


Looking and Listening 


The Colonel And The Catholics 


] _think It's crusty blustery Colonel Pur- 
dy in TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON 
who tells his subordinate officer: “We're gon- 
na teach these natives democracy if we hafta 
shoot every last one of ’em!” : 

Sometimes I feel we Catholics unwitting- 
ly take @ similar approach in the arts. It goes 
something like this: “We're gonna show those 
moviemakers and exhibitors that our church 
is one of love, faith, reason, truth and freedom 
if we hafta burn down their 
theatres to do it!” 

Let me state right now 
that this isn’t a review of a 
recently condemned (Legion 
of Decency) Newtown Pro- 
duction (1545 sroadway ) 
film released through Warn- 
er Bros. (321 W. 44th St.. 
New York City). 

lll review that some- 
time later. You see, for some 
reason my name disappeared 
from this company’s invita- 
tional screening list when it 
showings to the 


John Fitzgerald 
came time for pre-release 
critics. It reappeared for their next film. But 
where I was for this particular picture is still 
a mystery. Perhaps they felt that since the 


Church had condemned it, why .lose more 
money by inviting a Catholic critic to see it. 

Today I'd just like to talk about proper 
methods of protest in a democratic 


society. 


Should a film earn a c: nation be- 
cause of its possible moral effect there are 
several ways we may act 

We can ‘judge for ¢ elves” as the 
filmakers usually suggest. However it costs 
the price of a ticket to get into “the court of 
public « n.” And bt there'll be 
screenings on a - -leave-if-yau've- 
liked-it basis. 

Or we might 1) have nuns form a human 
chain across the theatre entrance: 2) have iIn- 
nocent children stretch themselves across the 


sidewalks so that customers will have to 
trample their little bodies on the way to the 
courthouse (boxoffice); 3) scare the living 
daylights out of exhibitors by threats of “nre 
inspections,” bombs and boycotts; 4) have 
veterans groups, seminarians, good ladies, etc., 
parade with placards. This latter move Is a 
good one if your group needs publicity. News- 
papers love picket lines. In the case of a shod- 
dy little film in Connecticut awhile back, a 
holy priest and some clean-cut innocents got 
their picture in the paper, got their story pick- 
ed up by the Associated Press nationally, and 
gave Howard Hughes free publicity that he 
couldn’t buy—all in one night. 

If these suggestions seem a bit extreme— 
which I believe they are—-let’s see what Rev. 
John Courtney Murray, S.J., says in a recent 
article in Books on Trial: “There can be no 
slightest quarrel when (associations ) use simp- 
ly the methods of persuasion; that is, when 
they appeal for voluntary cooperation on the 


ne 
Ir 


JOHN E. FITZGERALD 


grounds of common mofal and social respon- 
sibility ... The chief danger is lest the Church 
itself be identified in the public mind as a 
power-association. The identification is inh- 
jurious; it turns unto a hatred of the faith. 
And it has the disasterous effect of obscuring 
from the public view the true visage of the 
Church as God’s kingdom of truth and free- 
dom, justice and love. Our purpose is to stand 
before the world as men and women of faith, 
and therefore of reason too, whose reliance is 
on the methods of reason and not of force. 
We would wish always to be men and women 
of courage, ready to face any issue; but also 
men and women of prudence, who understand 
the art of procedure and understand too that 
we are morally bound, by the virtue of pru- 
dence, to a concrete rightness of method in 
the pursuit of moral aims.” 


To illustrate the maxim that a scream 
from the pulpit is money in the boxoffice a 
veteran showman told me: “Years ago show- 
men and exploitation agents could say any- 
thing. Today the Code and Better Business 
Bureaus limit how far they can go in their 
ads. To say a picture is ‘spicy! racy!’ or ‘Adults 
Only!’ doesn’t mean much today. The public’s 
wise. Only the dumber ones and the kids fall 
for that sucker stuff. But if they can get some 
outside organization to say the same thing 
about a picture—then people will believe it.” 


Personal and group letters, phone calls 
and telegrams can do much to explain the 
Catholic position—providing they’re not the 
loudmouth, crackpot hate-filled tirades that’re 
as far from the Christian spirit of charity and 
fraternal correction as could possibly be 
managed. 

While you are under no obligation to at- 
tend any theatre; you are obliged to always 
act by moral means and methods in every 


action. site 
However I worry lest you might miss pice i 
tures like George Stevens’ GIANT (Warners) te 


—a magnificent portrayal of a marriage, a 

family, a people and a state. Or John Huston’s 

MOBY DICK (Warners)—a magnificent pic- 

turization of Melville’s classic of the sea, sail- 

ors and whalers, 
I worry that you might have missed Elia \ | 

Kazan’s recent EAST OF EDEN (Warners) 

with its sensitive portrayal of a boy’s search 

for love and understanding within his own 

family. Or the same Mr. Kazan’s brilliant ON 

THE WATERFRONT where a laborer pain- | 

fully reached a realization of man’s essential 

dignity as a creature of God and of his re- 

sponsibilities to his fellow man. 


With such great films as we have avail- 
able today—plus the good re-runs of older 
films on T¥V—and the varied selection of com- 
edy, drama, etc., on television, etc. ... Wwe can is 
afford to be selective. git 

We can't afford to spend our looking and 
listening {time on anything but the best. Even 
Colonel Purdy would agree to that. 


MAKE YOUR MONEY WORK FOR YOU - 


——_ > 2 


Invest it wisely through our ) a 
LIFE INCOME MISSION CONTRACT ig 
and you will receive = a 
A good rate of interest on An assured dependable income | ; 
your investment. as long as you live. 4 
A remembrance in the prayers and Masses of our 
S.V.D. missionaries in Japan and the Philippines. 
NoLoss __NOWORRY NO CAREM 


Send me complete information about your Life Income Mission Contract 


Nome .... 


Address .... 


a 


REV. FATHER RALPH 
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YOU HAD NO TROUBLE FIND 
LODGING IN JERUSALEM 
FOR PAUL KNEW THE 

CITY WELL. 


BROTWER MICHAEL S Man 
by Father Demetrius Manousos, 0.F.M., Cap. Artist: Addison Burbank 


DID YQU HAVE I DID. AND YOU. 41 og 0-4 ty Mais 
NICE CHRISTMAS,}-THANK YOU FOR | [YOUVE : >, ea 
BROTHER. YOUR PRESENT. ||] sToRY | AND WECAN wy Sai! / Mf 
MICHAEL # JS I WISH'I HAD ABOUT ENJOY OUR Jol ea 

tems SOMETHING FOR ST. PAUL MENTAL “ 
| AND THE MAGIC. 
COUNCIL OF 
JERUSALEM. 
Ce 
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LOOK, TITUS, YOU IT THERE — TO THINK THERE ARE A \ THOMAS. 
CAN SEE EVERY- /SOUNDS | | BETWEEN i / THAT CHRIST | | LOT OF PEOPLE) Loox— 
THING FROM BUSIER THE HOUSES—Z~ im } ACTUALLY OUT THIS 
THIS WINDOW. J] THAN YOU CAN A@R>Viiiie WALKED THESE | | EVENING. Jay 
ANTIOCH. || SEE THE pummmmamm—\ STREETS! I’M 

| Mm | TEMPLE. {Cee 
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IT 1S / THERE’S 
HIS WIFE! BUT HOW © 
DID THEY GET HERE 
SO QUICKLY ? 


AT THE CORNER! ISN'T HE “| 

WHERE ? THE ONE WHO CALLED TO YOU 

FROM THE WINDOW IN 
CAESAREA? 


MUST HAVE 
LEFT THE SAME 
DAY WE 
DID. 


I WONDER WHY. 
COULD THEY HAVE 
COME TO HURT 
PAUL’S CASE 
BEFORE THE 
COUNCIL? . 
THOSE TWO & 
HATE NON- | 
JEWISH 
CHRISTIANS. 


JUMPING TO. 

~ CONCLUSIONS. 

THEY'RE 
PROBABLY 

me = =© HER TO SHOP 

“eee «OR VISIT 


yy MEETS TOMO 
eee INA 


I HOPE 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


CIL 
THE COUNCIL 
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Artist Rick Hackney 


c ARE SOME TRACKS SOMEONE MUST HAVE FOUN | ( THERE’ i = 
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NOODLES, DIO YOUR OVER HERE BY THE Fi 
fe ORING A DOCTOR: ri aon, DOCTOR. 
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: THE SRANDMA, WHAT Bi eee Af THE BETTER 
SURE, WE'RE ALL HEROES| @ OVER THERE’ \{ GRANDMA, WHAT BIG) Bites ( THE BETES 
HERE. AND SPEAKING |THE BUNK, J\ TEETH YOU ; 
OF HEROES, WHERE'S 


we 
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Catlorens 


Father Albert Nevins, M.M., Editor 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


“,.. that the Lord thy God may bless thee at 
all times, and in all things to which thou shalt put 


they hand.”—Deut. 15:10 


“ee ,* 


What am I? 


| 'm a strange contradiction} 
I’m new and I’m old. 

I’m often im tatters, and 
oft deck’d in gold: 
Though I never could read, 
yet letter’d I’m found; 
Though blind, I enlighten; 
though loose, I am bound— 
I am always in black, and 
I’m always in white; 

I am grave and I’m gay, I 
am heavy and light. 

In form too I differ—I’m 
thick and I’m thin, 

I’ve no flesh, and no bones, 
yet I'm cover’d with skin} 

I’ve more points than the 
compass, more stops than 
the flute— 

I sing without voice, with- 
out speaking confute; 

I'm English, I’m German, 
I’m French and I’m Dutch} 

Some love me too fondly; 
some slight me too much; 

I often die soon, though 
sometimes live ages, 

And no monarch alive has so 
many pages. 

—Hannah More 


ANSWER: ‘yoog V 


A YOUNG missioner o 
Formosa was very proud o 
his poor but spirited parish- 
ioners during a recent large 
procession. 

Following a large Rosary 
rally and procession, Father 
James V. Buttino, Mary-« 
knoll Missioner from Corte 
land, N.Y., was asked by a 


fellow missioner: “Were 
your Catholics the ones 
wearing the gold paper 


crowns or the ones with the 
red banners?” : 
“Gold crowns?” exclaimed 
the Cortland padre with a 
ained look on his face, “My 
atholics in the procession 
weren't even wearing shoés.” 


- place 


_—>““ aw 


Prayer on 
New Year’s Eve 


Dear Jesus, it is grow- 
ing dark, 


Ayd I must go to bed; 


But now, I want to add a 
word 

Before my prayers are said. 

I know in China there are 
boys 

Who never pray to Thee: 

Please make them know that 
Thou art God, 

And love them just as me. 

—A Friend 


Chat of the Week 


Lourdes - 


FATHER RAY GRIBBIN 


Berween the coun- 
tries of France and Spain 
there is a range of strong 
and beautiful mountains 
called the. Pyrenees. And in 
their shadow, to the north, 
there lies one of the most 
famous towns in the world. 
It is called Lourdes. 

Only a hundred years ago, 
though, Lourdes was not 
famous. It was just a quiet 
town, with a hospital, con- 
vent, shops, schools, and a 
mill. The man who took care 
of the mill for a while was 
named Francis Souirous. He 
was a good man, but he did 
not know how much about 
business. So, after a while, 
people took the mill away. 

In 1858 Mr. Souirous’ old- 
est girl was just going on 
thirteen. Her name was 
Bernadette. 

One day, after Bernadette 
gos home from school, she, 
1er sister, Toinette, and an- 
other little girl, went down 
to the River Gave to collect 
firewood. They stopped at a 
where there were 
some rocks and a kind of 
cave. Toinette and the other 
girl took off their stockings 
and went splashing across 
the icy water of the river. 
Bernadette stayed behind a 
minute. Then it happened. 

Bernadette heard a noise, 
like wind. Then she saw a 
beautiful lady standing on 
the rocks. At first Berna- 
dette was afraid. Then the 
lady smiled, and she was not 
afraid anymore. 

The day was February 11, 
1858. In the next few months 
Bernadette ‘saw the lady 
eighteen times, and _= she 
learned that she was really 
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the Blessed Mother, 

Once Our Lady made a 
spring of water come out of 
the rocks, where there had 
been no water before. Later 
some sick people who drank 
this water, or bathed in it, 
were made well. again. 
Lourdes became known as 
the place of miracles. And 
Bernadette became known 
as a saint. 


Brand New 


: Dow you love new 
things? Almost everyone 
does. In a very short time 
each of us will have a brand 
new year. Isn’t this a won- 
derful present? Most people 
start the New Year with 
hearts full of hope. We hope 
that you will take every op- 
portunity to make this a 


wonderful year of accoms. 


plishment. 


Have you made a list of 
your New /Year’s_ resolu- 
tions? We know you’ll sur- 
prise your family and friends 
with héw well you do in 
keeping them: 

You know, the celebration 
of New{ Year’s Day is really 
not. ne The festivities of 
this da% date way back to 
about 3000 B.C. at Baby- 
lon! It 'was 
who arranged the calendar 
so that the New Year began 
on January lst. He did this 
when he first became. em- 
peror of Rome. | 

Our hope for your New 
Year is that 1957 will brin 
= many good things | 

eep you close to Jesus, 


Julius Caesar 


Children from all the og & 
candles to the Little Baby on 

big enough to show all the different kinds of children. We thought 
that we’d just show a few and let you fill in the rest. é 


6) ep Me 


PEEKING 


] sometimes get to feel- 
ing terribly sorry for words, 
Some of them have a tre- 
mendous amount of work to 
do. Why, it isn’t fair at all 


the heavy burdens that some 


words have to. carry! You 
know these words as well as 
I do. Imagine the job the 
three-letter word “God” has 
to do. Why you never heard 
the likes of ideas they expect 
that tiny little word to give. 


I was reading in my Bible 
today some other words that 


I also feel sorry for: 


“See that you despise not 
one of thesé little ones: for - 


I say to you, that their angels 
in heaven always see. the 
face of my Father who is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 18:10) 


When Our Lord uses our 
language He really makes 


‘us sit up and take notice, 


It is mostly because He’s 
smart to know how to put 
words together so that they 
add up to BIG ideas. 


The “little ones,” you 


-know who He means there— 


He means you. He wasn’t the 
type to go around poking fun 
at children just because they 
happened to be smaller than 
adults. The way Christ used 
“little ones” it is a term of 
endearment. He used the 
same words once when He 
was speaking to His Apostles, 

This is what I am getting 
to: the “little ones,” that 
means you,... your angels 
always see the face of 


Christ’s Father who is in 


lands in the world offer theiy 
Mother’s knee. 


This page isn’t 


c. 


heaven.’ Try to get your 
teeth into what Christ means 
when He says that your an- 
ag sees the face of God. It 
s a big idea and will take 
a lot of thinking on your 
part to catch up with it. 
This is kind of a nice 
thing to be thinking about as 
old and gray 1956 walks off 
the calendar page never to 
be seen again until we are 


apless 
partle: 
No 
etter; 
reciatl 


before the Judgment Seat) 


of God and the angel opens 
up the record of 1956. When 
the angel does -that, I’m sure 
that he can point to the many 


nice things that he wrote 


down during the year that 
you did. The recording angel 


_-ds always busy ‘looking at 


God ‘and at the same time 
keeping a diary of every- 
thing that happens on earth; 
especially everything that 
happens to you. 

Peeking around the cornet 


4s the year 1957. I wonder 
‘what the year will bring 


all of. us? Please God, all 
men everywhere will lear 
how to live at peace with one 
another and: also learn how 
to know and love 

If you have any special plans 
for the coming year or any 
special desires that you want 
‘so bad you can taste them, 
know a good place for them. 
What I’m going to do W! 
my plans and my desires yo" 
might like to do with yours: 
I am ‘going to ask my ange 
who always sees the face ° 
God to take good caré © 
them for me, 


° 


Lie Easier, Cross, Upon His Back 


ITH thousands of Hungarian re- 
‘i | eos NOW arriving in the U.S. nothing 
ot be more fitting than the name of 
c Army base to which they have come— 
cilmer. 
— -@ wee these poor miserable and 
jess people could not be expected to 
6 ‘t the name is @ symbol for all that 
_,w crushed in their homeland—love 
God. decency and freedom. 
Thus over the desperation and grief 
d at Camp Kilmer these days, 


ing witnesse aa az) 
ing the magnificent spirit of 


here hovers 
wee Kiuimer. 
a? - as if the man, had arisen from 
‘- prave on the banks of the River Ourcg 
. France and had come back to greet these 
apless victims | of atheism, tyranny, and 
artless brutality. 

No one would have understood them 
iter: no one could have had a keener ap- 
ation of the bloody death met so will- 
, by many of the young freedom fight- 
left behind in Hungary. 

When the old Fighting 69th of New 
ork retul ned from World War One back in 
918. they came back to a heroes’ welcome. 
\. their regimental band, with “Father 
baffy’s Own,” ‘painted on the drumheads 
ved the: lines up Fifth Avenue, 
“men swung smartly along. New York 
ent wild with joy. But there was many a 
savy heart beating beneath the khaki tun- 
of the gallant marchers. Overseas in 
poppy fields of France and Belgium lay 
bodies of hundreds of buddies who 
t come back ..- O’Connell, Garrity, 
billyv—and Kilmer. 

Many a man marching up Fifth Avenue 
d lost a personal buddy, but all had lost 
‘imer. They remembered him as a brave 
ldier w) at first they thought was out 
such a stormy group as theirs. 

buddies wrote to a friend, 
of Kilmer’s death greeted 
turn <<. Se See Ss 
-s, runners, doughboys, all 
is and talked of what a good 

1 Deen, 

such days as these there are 
plat of polite regret... when 
very man comes out of battle the poorer 

the loss of not one but many friends, 
time to say pretty things about 

because he no longer exists. 
common to distinguish anyone. 


“I How to 
Exchange! 


Alyy 


their 
» isn’t 
ought 


angel 

ng al we 

ion Pe CECHLIA WADE 

Ce Vales 

every- L. ) 

earth; mi 4+ Was not the exchanging of Christ- 

; that MRSS Ets that made me think of the ex- 
“nging of ideas, For myself I do not be- 

cornet fae’ °'dinarily in exchanging gifts. But 

yonder Ma’ S beside my point. We are having a 


ring tofm™e*®, and we wanted it to be really spe- 
od. all * The decorations were to be original 
| learn ever and breath-taking and all that. 
ith one a es always have original ideas 
rn how a... as aUons, You know the wonders they 
| God i ith a dull classroom. They sit 
.] plans oP a ig table working on their designs 
or any i, tchanging ’ideas! Why shouldn’t we 
u want We the same practice for our dance? 
them, | here a. Sried it, but it wasn’t’ the same. 
r them. a... lt aS no real exchange. Each girl had 
io with abbors idea and she stuck right to it. Her 
res you tig oe ego was right out front 
| yours: Be anyone’s idea that differed from 
oe the stubbornest girl won, 

iis tes ink this same thing happens in 
care Of My, ~ scape phases of life, and in adults, 
sister, why is it, I asked myself, that 

ruitfy) <2 Work together peacefully in 

~y exchange of ideas? 

Me Co I answered myself: the sisters 

iM the go 5 nough to sacrifice themselves 

thie Of all, to take a last seat with- 

+. ess, to practice real humility and 


: It ; . 
i, ion | ganar defer to superiors and to su- 


ide th, are virtues that can be practiced 
the wey cnvent, too, for the betterment 
: orld. They are the key to a suc- 

Xchange.of ideas that will event- 


- 
ar “lve the best idea of all ons ond 


S v 


Father Conroy Talking A _ 


The glowing praise for Kilmer was real, 
every word of it.” 

This same letter continues, “They all 
knew his verse. I found any number of 
men who had only to fish around in their 
tattered blouses to bring out the copy of 
& poem (“Rouge Bouquet”) Kilmer had 
hod teen Lilla by ch 

naa y ashell... there is a 
refrain in that poem which calls for bugle 
notes and . . . at the funeral service where 
the lines were first read, the desperately 
sad notes of ‘Taps’ sounded faintly from a 
distance. 

“These lines were read by Joyce’s own 
beloved Father Duffy ... and the tears 
streamed down the face of every man pres- 
ent. They just blubbered.” 

| Perhaps we can get some idea of whv 
Kilmer’s buddies felt that way about him 
when we know what he wrote in one of 
his last letters to a nun. In part the letter 
reads: “Pray that I may love God more. 
It seems to me that if I learn to love God 
more passionately, more constantly, with- 
out distractions, that absolutely nothing 
else can matter. 

“Except while we are in the trenches 
I receive Holy Communion every morning, 
so it ought to be all the easier for me to 
attain this object of my prayers. I got Faith 
by praying for it. I hope to get Love the 
same way.” 

This is the man whose name stands in 
large letters over the entrance to the Camp 
receiving thousands of refugees today. 

Surely, these people are getting. 
through Joyce Kilmer, a welcome which is 
over and above that offered by our govern- 
ment and the many others who are inter- 
ested in rehabilitating them. We may be 
sure that their cause is being remembered 
in Heaven through the prayers of this 
saintly soldier convert-poet. 

3ut that isn’t all. These people, even 
though safe on U. S. soil are still bowed 
down with sadness and grief over the plight 
of their friends back home. And many of 
these friends have given their lives in the 
cause of freedom. 

Kilmer would be interested in them 
too. He had seen men die in the cause of 
freedom. 

He himself had given his life in this 
same cause as a battle casualty on July 30, 
1918. His body was found at an advanced 
scouting post—for which he had volunteer- 
ed—with a.bullet between the eyes. He the 
man who had written earlier, “My should- 
ers ache beneath the pack/ (Lie easier, 
Cross, upon His back)... My rifle hand 
is stiff and numb/ (From Thy pierced palm 
red rivers run) ... Lord, Thou didst suf- 
fer more for me/ Than all the hosts of land 
and sea./ So let me render back again/ 
This millionth of Thy gift. Amen” (“Sold- 
ier’s Prayer’) 

So much for himself, for his own out- 
look on life—and death. As to his comrades 
—he understood them and recognized their 
greatness in death. Not only these though. 
Kilmer would have understood the thoughts 
of any generation of men thts dedicated 
to God and freedom, be they his buddies— 
or the heroic youth of Budapest. 

Of some of his buddies buried alive by 
a shell blast, he writes in “Rouge Bouquet” 
the words that are strangely applicable to 
the freedom fighters who died in Budapesti 


“There lie many fighting men, 
- Dead in their youthful prime, 

Never to laugh and love again, 
Nor taste the Summertime. 

For Death came flying through the air 

And stopped his flight at the dugout stair, 

Touched his prey and left them there, 
Clay to clay. are 

He hid their bodies stealthily 


In the soil of the land they fought to free 


And fled away. 
There is on earth no worthier grave 
To hold the bodies of the ett 
Than this place of pain and priae . 
Where they nobly fought and nobly. died. 
Never fear but in the skies 
Saints and angels stand 
Smiling with their holy eyes 
On this new-come band. 


Con 1g true, born anew, peace to you! 

peel shall be where the heroes are 

And your memory shine like the morning- 
star.” eee 


(uv 


FRE 


BROTHER! 


at tokes 
@ real man 


, o become 
Sees a Brother 
nag * oe A mon 
Be of spirit 
1A real Brother 
is o mon 3 
of courage SEE 
A soldier aes 
who serves ae 
‘The King 
of Kings 


He loves 
he serves 
He gives 
his ail! 
This lite 
is a challenge 
Of that 
we warn you. 


No obligation is incurred by 
young men 17-35 who write for 
information. Who knows—perhaps 
it is a Vocation inthe Society 
of the Divine Savior that God has 
in mind for YOU! Won't hurt to 
write. Want to 


DIRECTOR OF BROS. © ST. MAZIANZ, WHS. know more? 


Then write: 


A MODERN CONGREGATION 


SACRED HEART 


MISSION HOUSE | 


A MISSIONARY | Ste Marie 
PRIEST ?? _— 


THEN BEGIN NOW I!!! 
NEW SEMESTER 


| 


OPENS FEB. 1! fo ecco 
Divine Word Missionaries offer Conesus, N. Y. or Techny. il. 
an accelerated course, particu- Ply o frage in Christ’s service 
larly in Latin, for delayed voca- ~ ae ae seers 
: P u 
Open to students or graduates of ficion you “aon a = 
high schools anq@ colleges; also Joseph. 

— en Piease-Send me free information 
Yew semester begins 
Feb. 1, 1957 — 
Write to: aig 5s ‘ 
i one. Stote___ 
DIVINE WORD ™ 4 
MISSIONARIES 
Vocation Director , 


Techny, ll., or Bordentown, New Jersey Brothers of Holy Cross 


Young men interested in 
the religious life can en- 
gage in many activities! 
teaching, foreign mis- 
sions, working with une 
der-privileged boys, cooke 
and missionary priests or brothers ing, office work, trades, 
in the service of ry, write for in- printing, etc.. asa Broth 
formation te THE MARIAN FATH- er of Holy Cross. For 
ERS, Eden Hill, STOCKBRIDGE. information and literature write to: 

M 


ass. BROTHER EYMARD, C.S.C. 
212 Dujerie Hall Notre Dame, indiane 


VOCATIONS—WOMEN 


BOYS and YOUNG MEN, 


Grammar School and High School 
graduates, wishing to be religious 


Happiness CAN Be Yours 


Do something you like and gain merit for it because you are 
doing it for God! Can you match an offer like that anywhere else? 
We make this offer to you when we inyite you to become a 
Victory Noll Sister. To teach religion is to teach 
the most fascinating of subjects. 


Besides, your happiness is guaranteed: by 
Christ: “Everyone who has left ..... father or 
mother for My name’s sake shall receive a hun- 
dredfold and possess life everlasting.” Matt. 19, 29. 


A card or letter to Victory Noll will bring you 
a prompt reply and free literature. telling you 
_how you can become a Missionary Sister. 


| 


Mother General, VICTORY ‘NOLL, Huntington, Indiana 7) 

Name } ‘i sli 

Address 7 sees : 

City | nn..State ia 
December 30, 1956 OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 9 


- 
f ¢ 
a. 


e 


city.” 


than flowers.” 


r $5 for your Missions. 


GOD LOVE YOU 


Most Reverend 
Fulton J. Sheen 


is the season of withered Christmas trees. What 
was green wood is now dry, what was once blessed with 
gifts is now thrown into the gutter and the ash can. In 
like manner the distance from the Crib to the Cross is 
short. The gifts of the Magi quickly become the new 
gifts of nails, a spear and a crown of thorns. The myrrh 
carried by the Third Wise Man later became the myrrh 
that wrapped His Body in the grave. — 


Yet Bethlehem and.Calvary are two sides of the same coin. 


Bethlehem was first in time, but Calvary was first in intention. 
He was “The Lamb slain from the foundations of the world.” 
His very name JESUS meant Savior, and that was why He 
came; not to teach, but to save us from sin. 


At both the Crib and the Cross stood the Gentiles, the 


As you throw out your withered tree, may it tremble 
and quiver in your hand as a reminder. that sacrifice, self- 


denial, death, myrrh constitute the essence of Christ-like- 


ness and that your sacrifices are most blessed when they 
bring the foreign missions once again to the Crib and the 
Cross of Christ. 


to the Hely Father. He makes the distribution equitably, 


for He knows better thany any of us the needs of Asia, 


Africa and the poor of the world. 


All the sacrifices you send in are given 


foreign missions, the people from other lands who were not 
yet blessed with the Faith; the Wise Men in the stable, the 
Roman Centurion on the hill of ignominy. 
had no room for Him in the inn at His Birth and no room 
for Him in the City at His Death for “He was cast out of the 
But the Wise Men from Persia and the soldier from 
Rome stood for the people outside the city and the home of 
Faith—both of whom received the Faith, for the Wise Men 
adored and the soldier confessed: “Indeed This is the Son of 
God.” 


His own people 


GOD LOVE YOU to Mrs. K. C. who started a 50 cents-a- 


J te Mr. & Mire. A: dé. S. 


The holiday season is past and what remains is the 
If you don’t remember all 


wonderful store of memories. 
that Bishop Sheen said in his 1955-56 T. V. series why not 
send us your request along with $3.95 for the latest series of 
LIFE IS WORTH LIVING? Address your request to our 


~ORBER DEPT, 366 5th Ave., N. Y., N. Y. 


Cut out this column, pin your sacrifice to it and send it 


to the Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, The Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth A¥e., New York 1x, N, Y. 


U.S. A.; or your own National/Diocesan Director. 


.% 


week Christmas club last year and sent us $25 for the Mis- 
_sions to “Light just one candle in the heart of some needy 
child to burn with love for Him.” . 
giving up this dollar for film I wanted for my camera that I 
received for my birthday when I was nine years old. 
to help you in your work.” ... to S. A. G. 
ing of “thanks” to Our Lady—thought she would like this better 
“Please accept this 
We are two old people living on Social 
Security but we saw your program on T. V. and we felt pretty 
bad about some who are worse off than we are.” 


_ 2 eA RT. am 


I want 
“This is an offer- 


1956, through November, 1957. 
- printed alongside the chart. On the reverse side are 
concerning the Eucharistic Fast. 


FAST AND 
ABSTINENCE GUIDE 
for the 1957 Church year 


This new 1957 Guide shows all days of fast and abstinence, partial and com- 
plete, for the entire Church year, beginning Dec. 2, the First Sunday of Advent, 
Regulations by the Bishops of the U. 8S. are 
printed the regulations 


Complies. im accordance with the Sacred gregation of rr 
decree of Nov. 16, 1955, this new Guide was prepared under direction 
ecclesiastical authority. ; 

Tack this handy 744" x 104%” reference Guide in your — 
kitchen cabinet. Handy and helpful for meal-planning in all 15c each 
pee resta t ar ms ag ee oe 

urants. your copies now for m : 

and dining-out needs. i 160 ter $4.75 ond. 
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TE YOU WORRY 


You should overcome worry by 


« |/faith in PRAYER. Send for free| 
mir fae of Bent Serle 
!. |twelve copies, 


6 


Charlie Callahan's 


A Happy New Year: 


Last week’ the message was Merry Christmas. 


This time it is one of Happy New Year. It all sounds 


very conventional, I suppose, but the greeting is 
meant to be carried very deeply not only to all read- 


ers but to everybody, everywhere. (And it would be 


kind of hard to expand further.) . 


A new year coming up. So a bit of advice. The 
source, I don’t know. It is a poem often read by Ed 
(Moose) Krause, when he gives a talk. He mentions 
that the late Knute Rockne also used to use it on the 
banquet circuit. But the original author? As I said, 
I don’t know. 

This is it: 

Let me live, O Mighty Master, 
Such a life as mine should know, 
Tasting triumph and disaster, 
Joy—and not too much of woe} 
Let me run the gamut over, 

Let me fight and love and laugh, 
And when I’m beneath the clover, 
Let this be my epitah: 

Here lies one who took his chances 
In the busy world of men, 
Battled luck and circumstances, 
Fought and fell and fought again; 
Won sometimes—but did no crowing, 
Lost sometimes—but did not wail, 
Took his beating—but kept going, 
Never let his courage fail. 

He was fallible and human, 
Therefore loved and understood, 
Both his fellow men and women, 
Whether good—or not so good} 
Kept his spirit undiminished, 
Never laid down on a friend, 
Played the game till it was finished, 
Lived a sportsman to the end. 


End of the poetry hour, sez the cynic, but I sort 
of like those words above. 


Tus is the day of the big professional football 
championship game, The New York Giants versus the 
Chicago Bears. This sounds more like the old days of 
pro ball—the Giants against the Bears. Before such 
outlanders as the Rams, the Browns, and the ’49ers 
were even in the league. 


A choice, for what little it is worth, would be a 


team once called “The Monsters. of the Midway.” 
They are not currently worthy of that title, it is be- 
lieved, compared to some of the great Bears teams of 
the past. Still, this corner, believes they are’ better 
than the Giants. 


An admonition on pro football. There is no intent 
to put the finger on anyone. Not on Bert Bell, the 


_game’s commissioner, and one of the smartest pro- 


moters this individual has met in the field of sports. 
Not on George Halas, one of the founders and pioneers 
of the game, and the longtime owner of the Chicago 
Bears. Not on the ushering system at Chicago’s Wrig- 
ley Field, nor on the Chicago police department. 


But let us examine the facts. In order to reach 
today’s championship game against the Giants, the 
Bears, in the last two contests of the regular season 
had to beat the crosstown Chicago Cardinals and then 
the Detroit Lions. This the Bears did—the Cardinals 
by a narrow 10-3 margin, and the Lions by an over- 
whelming 38-21 count. There is no wish to dispute 
the fact that the Bears, the better team, deserved to 
win both games. But in each instance, with about 
three minutes to go, a tussle between opposing play- 


. ers took place.on. the field. Again, no argument. Play= 


ers have been tiffing now and then, in the rugged 
conta*t game of football, since the game was invented. 
And n almost every instance, the ultimate conclusion 
is a'handshake, as they forget it, when the game is 
over. ia ; 


However, in each of these mentioned Chicago 


tiffs, the field was overrun with spectators anxious 
_to join the quarrel of the moment. And it took some 


time to clear the field. Especially in the gam 
the Bears and the Cardinali: ae between 


As stated before, this is not brought up to point 


a finger at the league or club management, at the ush- 


ers or the cops policing the game. But pro football 
is big time today. It is rather inexcusable to have 


‘scenes representing old-time town team football 


games, with the fans lining the sidelines in the clos- 


ing moments, ready to run out on the field and join 
_ ina free for all. It is time for pro football to grow up. 


Tue end of the college season and a few more 


predictions. Bowl predictions, that is. In the Gator 


Bowl, Pittsburgh oyer Georgia Tech. In the Orange © 


Bowl, Colorado over Clemson. In the Sugar Bowl, 
T Cotton Bowl, 1 
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y lr ‘he name of Archbishop Gaetano 
badini means anything to American Catho- 

ation: ME. jt is in connection with a series of 
© Wali jus incidents in 1853 and 1854. Papal 
repo” 4 Brazil, he visited this country 
Pa § Fe special legate of the Holy Father to 
the condition of the Church here. 

ip » in the United States coincided with 
- the most virulent of the periodic out- 
al ae anti-Catholic propoganda and 
prsts activity, and, quite with- 
out reason, he became its 
chief target. Wherever he 
went, he was dogged by 
rabid rabble rousers, and 
more than once his life 
was in immediate danger 
What most of us do 
not realize is that he play- 
ed a principal role in 
the establishment of the 
North American College 
in Rome, where, since 
1859 almost two thousand 
Americans have prepared 
; Mer the priesthood at the very heart of 
rend hristendom. That fact is brought out in 
e first paragraphs of Father Robert F. 


t 


~ 


Msgr Kennedy 


cing ae , , 

apie cal f-(Namaras huge historical work, The 

S for i erican Collegé in Rome (Christopher 
recs $15) 

HOLIcg Me eSS. 949/ 


ime comprises some 700 pages 


THER? Bs ¢),,, nstantly engaging text and 


pp ore tl 150 pages of notes and appen- 
Lvationmmices (al which, by the way, are well 
OD worth re: ). It is the result of ten 
iT INC. ears of close, conscientious labor, which 
‘ATHOLICMEnicht have produced no more than a com- 
DE! rehensive, exact, but dry-as-dust record. 
aici ypvil" , the juices of life run 

book, which, though prysically 
ITOR ) 


terate and lively in style. 
| IX is called the founder of the 
liege. And this not merely because it 
ame into existence during his pontificate, 


ut also because he insisted on its estab- 

ishment, was its principal benefactor, and 
ook an intimate interest in it as long as 
e lived 


ree ine ie 
EMT CO. The American bishops in the 1850's 
& Co. thowed no particular practical enthusiasm 


ut the idea. They were slow about giv- 
ie j Indeed, the college may be 
aid to have barely scraped along for some 
ne on sporadic and meager contributions 

ISM om the Church in America. 
"UMBAG It was housed, from its inception until 
g pains whe le dedication of the new college on the 
, reated | aniculum Hill in 1953, in a rangy old 

¢ Don't wal 


uuding on Humility Street which had been 
nvent for, successively, Dominican and 


TE, and re ins 
Springs, M Wh... ; rex, 
nab _ When it opened, December 8, 1859, 
bere were twelve sg 
eee EMichoc) Coreic, tudents, among them 
7 wenael Corrigan and Edward McGlynn, 
AY udsequently to be, respectively, and to be 
Odds as, archbishop of New York and 
: pmuooorn advocate of the theories of Henry 
and In eor ce . 
ference, Hne TX wa , 
sds of Mile Pius IX made a “personal, ceremonial 
ial and ae a month and a half later. Rome was 
tions sull ruled by the Sovereign Pontiff, 


: Mt th, +h, ‘ 
ful aid wu ihe threat of seizure by the secularist- 
tudents, og Hanan government hung over it. 

1 librar- he rope made reference to that hov- 


r . * ino 2 Fs 2 : : 

Visitor, wind sibility and to the anti-Christian 
“tigdaad and splint then sweeping through 
" world He spoke of the “vengeance of 

a JITCS , 


tnood and of the Vicar of Christ” 


aL ORI Or ie . 
-D “ Captains of the evil forees which 
hemed to he 


| , carrying all before them, and 
Tr demo, Cation that they may all be converted 
smetict i live,” 
. de . ; 
"Clit Des Thus, from the start, the American 


nee students were in touch with the 
sa in of Christendom, Not only did they 
: how ¢Y heard him unpack his heart. 
tect 1 Monng.t) o and heard him in the in- 
a anal city where the Christian cen- 
vest art es are an integral, eoherent, living real- 
t Atom fore peels history of the Church was 
ee pe yes, and its essence as well. 

is holinos. ~ graphically forth: its unity, 

tonnection with pre lees its unbroken 

ete “ap the Apostles. Just to live 


e & iS an ; 
to ser aE hee else. education procurable no- 


: But. j sa 

Mount *" Bitte on addition, there were the first 

: he North Pe the pontifical universities. 

vet ded on merican College .students at- 
ral 8° itsels ie: these_ universities. The col- 

at M this (ike as we know them 


Mere neentty, was to be a residence. 
* seminarians would live together 


dloncing the Books 


RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN S. KENNEDY 


under a common discipline: there they 
on cath ga Spiritual formation; there 
wou | ? 

their major dase cocll te a ag ser ving 
Ss e at the univer- 
sity, 

| At the university they soon began to 
distinguish themselves. In the main, they 
proved to be excellent, often outstanding 
students, second to none in scholastic re- 
cord. 

Within the house on Humility Street. 
they formed a generally happy community 
and initiated those observances and prac- 
tices which have since become traditions 
and account in considerable measure for 
the strong family spirit which obtains 
among the alumni. 

| Each of the rectors is discerningly de- 
picted. The author has hewed to the de- 
mands of discretion in this portraiture. But 
he does not shy from facts or balk at ob- 
jective judgment. Weaknesses are indicated. 
as well as strong points. There are reveal- 
ing details and anecdotes, though perhaps 
not enough. 

If the history of the college naturally 
falls into sections marked out by the rec- 
torships, it also has its divisions according 
to pontificates. The Popes, from 1859, are 
all more or less closely viewed in this 
book, Pius IX and St. Pius X most strik- 
ingly of all, because of their close bonds 
with the college. And the special character. 
along with the great events, trials, and per- 

— tek 


sonalities of pontificate is precisely indi- 
cated. 
But +) i< (*< 1] (To 7... A ~y 4 ‘ ‘ . “. ;} 
Ut tn NiCre iS AMeErican as WeEl! 
as Roman. Hence we get here. in title and 
as background, a summary. of nerica 
as ackground, a summary. of American 


Church history as it developed during the 
past century. In the foreground are lead- 
ing American churchmen in their contacts 
with the college. And not only churchmen, 
but presidents and ex-presidents, diplo- 
mats, authors, travellers, dnd even Buffalo 
3ill and Will Rogers. 

There is also a parade of less cele- 
brated Romans connected with the college, 
from the brilliant and saintly tutor, Mon- 
signor Ubaldi, to the servant “always 
ready to greet returning alumni by their 
former laundry-numbers: ‘Eh! eh! Numero 
cinque!’ ”’ 

And there is a whole gallery of scenes, 
comical, pathetic, dramatic, to relish: the 
collegians attired in strange baseball uni- 
forms put together in Rome at ‘the instance 
of Bishop McQuaid; Cardinal O’Connell in- 
duced, during a visit in his old age, to at-" 
tend a movie show and, when an animated 
cartoon began the program, storming out 
with a snort of “Nonsense!’’; the: students © 
looking on at the opening and closing of 
the Vatican Council; the scholastic disputa- 
tions in the presence of the alert, burning- 
eyed Leo XIII; the colleges’s presentation 
of a revolutionary invention to the same 
pontiff—a rolltop desk and swivel chair: 
Cardinal Merry del Val playing tennis at 
the villa: Cardinal Newman looking in on 
the community; and many, many others. 

The college has come’a long way from 
its rather unpromising beginnings. Now 


- supeflatively housed close to St. Peter's, . 


with a graduate department in the old 
Humility Street quarters, with a numerous 
student body representative of practically 
the whole United States, and supported by 
the Church throughout this country, it has 
entered upon a phase surpassing any pre- 
vious one. ? 

Its contribution to the Church in 
America is of major proportions, and far 
exceeds anything which a statistical analy- 
sis would turn up. It is not, of course, 
solely responsible for American Catholic- 
ism’s perfect conformity to the mind and 
heart of the Church Universal, but it has 
contributed heavily to that. 

Father McNamara is to be congratu- 
lated on the successful completion of a task 
which must often have been onerous and 
tedious. He has rigorously observed scho- 
larly requirements, but has avoided the 
sterile niggling and soporific dullness 
which too often accompany such exactitude. 
When he lets himself go in description (as 
of Rome at various periods or of the coun- 
tryside as seen from the villa), he demon- 
strates a fine pictorial and lyrical touch. 

‘There is an introduction by Cardinal 
Mooney. Father E. M. Catich has supplied 
admirable art work. The photgraphs are » 
good, but one longs for many more. 
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The editorial content for MY DAILY offer the same prayers with him. MY 
VISITOR is selected by Father Richard DAILY VISITOR, written complete}, 
Ginder, Associate Editor of Our Sunday English, will prove unusually conveni 
Visitor, editor of The Priest magazine each Sunday and Holyday. 
and author of numerous books and pam- Parents will find the smaller siz 
phlets. During the course of each year out- large clear type and éasy-to-follow prese: 
standing Catholic authors will serve as tation will prove invaluable in training? 


guest editors for particular issues. This will their children to follow the Mass. These) 
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GOD DOES NOT command us to like or 
have affection for everyone, but He does 
want us to love everyone. 


“USUALLY if we love people, we find 
them pleasing or attractive, and we may 
make the mistake of thinking that this is the 
\whole of love. If so, we may feel a little 
desperate. We think of some of the people 
we know-—the man next door, perhaps, or the 
man we work under—and we don’t find them 
in the least pleasing or attractive. We'd run | i 
a mile to avoid them. Does this mean that 
we have broken down on Christ’s rule® Not 
at all! Loving people may result in our find- 
ing them pleasing to us; but that isn’t what it 
means. To love someone means to want 
with the whole power of our will what's good — 
for that person. We may or may not find the 
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